
 
 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Symbian to License WLAN Software from TapRoot Systems for  
Future Releases of the OS Platform 

Broad technology agreement reduces the risk and costs associated with developing WLAN enabled 
Symbian OS smartphones 

 
 

LONDON, UK – June 6th, 2005 – TapRoot Systems Inc. and Symbian Ltd. today announced that Symbian has 
licensed TapRoot Systems’ WLAN 802.11 networking software for inclusion in future releases of Symbian OS.  
The sublicensing of TapRoot’s WLAN networking software will provide Symbian OS™ licensees with standard 
802.11 capabilities suitable for integration into Symbian OS phone designs.  Symbian OS is the market leading 
open mobile operating system for advanced mobile phones, also known as smartphones, and is licensed to the 
world’s leading handset manufacturers.  
 
The scope of the agreement is a long-term technology sub-licensing and support contract covering WLAN 
development for future versions of Symbian OS.  TapRoot will continue to develop the product and keep it 
current with upcoming versions of Symbian OS.  TapRoot will also offer additional feature packs and integration 
services directly to Symbian licensees to reduce risk and speed the time to market for handset developments. 
 
“As part of TapRoot’s ongoing product development strategy, we believe the core of our 802.11 technology 
belongs in the Symbian platform for the benefit of its licensees,” said Hugh Thomas, CEO, TapRoot Systems.  
"The entire community benefits by keeping Symbian OS up to date with the latest features and keeps it the most 
competitive smartphone OS in the world.  TapRoot will also offer additional WLAN related feature packs and 
integration services directly to Symbian OS licensees to reduce risk and speed the time to market for handset 
developments. " 
 
TapRoot Systems was the first member of the Symbian Platinum Program and has contributed software to the 
Symbian eco-system for over four years.  This second licensing agreement between TapRoot and Symbian 
further strengthens the close relationship between the two companies.  TapRoot previously announced a 
telephony license agreement with Symbian in 2003 which established TapRoot’s position in the market place as 
a leading provider of innovative technology for Symbian OS. 
 
“Symbian believes that 802.11 will be integral to creating and enhancing value in the next generation of 
smartphones,” said Stephen Evans, VP Core Development, Symbian.  ” We surveyed the market and decided 
TapRoot not only has one of the most mature and proven 802.11 software product offering but the company 
also has considerable in depth 802.11 domain expertise and is best placed to keep this offering up to date with 
the evolving 802.11 industry.  We look forward to working even more closely with TapRoot on future releases of 
Symbian OS.” 
 
 
About TapRoot Systems 
 
TapRoot Systems Inc. is a premier provider of embedded software components for smartphone manufacturers 
and wireless operators worldwide.  The company specializes in developing off-the-shelf software products that 
support a suite of communications protocols for Symbian OS and other smartphone operating systems.  The 
products developed by TapRoot Systems enable smartphones to communicate over today’s cellular and local 



area networks.  The company’s product and service portfolio includes interoperability testing that assists 
handset manufacturers, semi-conductor vendors and wireless operators with accelerating product deployment. 
 
TapRoot Systems Inc. is a Symbian Platinum Partner, a Series 60 Contractor and a Series 60 Wireless 
Technology Provider.  TapRoot Systems is a privately held, venture-funded corporation headquartered in 
Research Triangle Park, NC, USA with development facilities in London, UK.  For more information, please visit 
www.taprootsystems.com or email sales@taprootsystems.com. 
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About Symbian  
Symbian is a software licensing company that develops and licenses Symbian OS, the global open industry 
standard operating system for advanced, data-enabled mobile phones.  
 
Symbian licenses Symbian OS to the world’s leading handset manufacturers.  The following Symbian OS 
licensees have Symbian OS-based mobile phones in production and / or in development: Arima, BenQ, Fujitsu 
for NTT DoCoMo FOMA, LG, Lenovo, Mitsubishi, Motorola, Nokia, Panasonic, Sendo, Sharp, Siemens, 
Samsung and Sony Ericsson.  In the first quarter of 2005, more than 6.75m Symbian OS-based mobile phones 
were sold worldwide, taking the installed base of Symbian OS phones to more than 32 million.  
 
Symbian has its headquarters in London, United Kingdom with offices in the United States, Europe, Israel, 
Australia and Asia (Bangalore, Beijing, Seoul and Tokyo). 
 
For further information about Symbian please see www.symbian.com or email press@symbian.com. 
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